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Dear Minister LaGrange:

We, the trustees of St. Albert Public Schools, wish to express our dismay and
disappointment in the way you announced staff layoffs to achieve funding cuts to school
divisions.

As a Board, we have worked hard to develop positive relationships with our staff and the
unions representing them. These relationships are based on respect, transparency and
fairness, and are invaluable when we, as a school division, need to make difficult decisions

Beyond this, however, is the common decency with which we believe our staff should be
treated. Your announcement on Saturday, March 29th, was a prime example of how not to
deliver distressing news and goes against everything we believe in as a Board and as
human beings. Can you imagine hearing that you've lost your job via social media? And
then, imagine that it's on a Saturday afternoon, outside of regular business hours, so you
don't even know where to turn to find out if you are indeed one of the unlucky ones. This
was unnecessary and we should have been given the opportunity to address our staff prior
to this becoming public.

Your assurances, a mere few weeks ago, that funding would remain for schools led us to
develop plans accordingly. These plans included ALL of our staff. The weekend before we
were scheduled to return from spring break, this abrupt change of direction left us
scrambling and left parents upset and concerned about the supports we'd assured them
would be there for their children. While we can appreciate that the situation is changing
constantly, we would have appreciated some consultation with Boards to determine the true
impacts of these cuts.

Furthermore, your government's insistence on referring to our staff as non essential
devalues and undermines the incredible work that they do. We have heard from parents
who know exactly how essential this work is to the success of their children. You, as a
former school board trustee, know this as well.

We would also like to address the funding cut itself. We are concerned that your
government consistently considers education an area where cuts can continue to be made
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and yet have no impact on how well our children do. We are left wondering whether these
cuts will ever end or if you are determined to continue chipping away at schools, to the
detriment of Alberta's future.

You have stated that these funding cuts to the instructional and transportation grants are
temporary due to COVID-19. We hope this is true. We expect that any further decisions
regarding our staff are made in a more collaborative and respectful way.

Sincerely,

ffi.# .ri-f
,.-ï,Lr"*

I

L/-.rfit"
iJ

t,-*{

Glenys Edwards, Chair Sheri Wright, Vice Chair
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Kim Armstrong, Trustee Cheryl Dumont, Trustee
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Stanley Haroun, Trustee
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